FOREWORD

This history will attempt to relate the story of the North American Baptists
in the State of Oregon. In years past they were known as German Baptists. Since
the national Baptist organization to which they belong is now called the "North
American Baptist General Conference," and since other organizations of theirs have
a similar title, the designation, "North American Baptists," is used in the title
of. this study. Although their history contains a story of pioneer work and cul-
tara). adjustment, it is primarily an account of proclaiming the Gospel in the State
of Oregon and especially in the Willamette Valley, at first to those of a certain
cultural background, but later, to all men.

This work will commence with the earliest beginnings of German Daptist work
on the Pacific Coast, and on through seventy-five years of organized church activity
to the year 1954. The material is more or less chronologically organized. It is
hoped that the succeeding pages will not present to the reader a mass of dry sta-
tistics and prosaic facts, but will reveal living personalities who attemnted to
‘build on New Testament principles.

This history was first written as a thesis presented to the Department of
Church History of the Western Conservative Dapntist Theological Seminary. Since it
was felt its contents would be of interest to many North American Baptists, and
also because of the need for North American Dantists in Oregon to appreciate their
fine heritage, it was decided to mimeograph this work. Much apnreciation is owed
to Miss Winona ¥mglies of the Glencullen Baptist Church for the many hours of mimeo-
granhing which she spent so that this work might be made available.

I am also indebted to the many fine neople who assisted by giving me source
material, and also by supplying me with data for this history. I greatly appreci-
ated the assistance of Mrs. Frieda May and Rev. E, Wolff of the Salt Creek Church;
the assistance of Mr., and Mrs,. R. Perlich, Mr. and Mrs, S. Schirman, and Miss Emma
Schifferer of the Salem church; the help of Mr, and Mrs. J. A. Hoelzer of the Im-
manuel Laptist Church; the information given by Rev. Frank Friesen and Mrs. Fred
Moore of the Villa Ridge Baptist Church; the help and information given by Rev. A.
‘Schulz, Mr. Ben Graf, Mrs, Den Croeni, and Mrs. Sam Rich of the Bethany Laptist
Church; the information given by Mr, Fred Moser and Mrs. W. H. Goold an the Staf-
ford Daptist Church; the assistance of Rev. and Mrs. John Wobig, Mr. G. Rahn, Mr,
A. G. Weisser, Mrs. Emma I}, Meier, Mrs, F, Schmunk, and Mr. J. O. Johnson of the
Trinity Baptist Church; for the assistance of Rev. L. I. Berndt of the Central Dap-
tist Church; and for the help of others.

I owe a special debt of gratitude to my great aunt, Margaret Raz Graf, who
S0 ably assisted me in translating German source material. My father, Mr. Albert
W, Wardin, also assisted in German translation. :
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preached to the German colony there, having many times audiences as high as

eighty or xﬁore.106 ,Aurora'was an old settlement having been started by Ger-

mans from Bethel, Missouri, in 1856, who set wp a communal organization where
everything was held in common under the leadership of their patriaroh, Dr.

William Keil. Dr, Keil was also thg;g.:g}igiou§vlqéder who held services of &

However, after Keil's death in 1877, the colony divided up
107

the communal property, and established'individuallyAOWﬁed«private property.”

Lutheran nature,

Because of Rev. Gronde's work there, request was made for mission support for:

Aurora,lo8 but none was'forthcqming, and the work appears to have stopped

with Rev. Gronde's departure in 1896. Another interesting fact concerning -

Rev. Gronde was that he favored socials for the young people; but since the
0

majority of the church dlsapproved, he was’ thwarted in this' respect.l 2

Rev. F._Relchle, who also preached at Turner for a time, became the' pas~ -

tor in 1896. The church became smaller because of exclusions and a1¥s bel

pd o drineson posiile een o 1
cause of the moving away of some.

A new pastor, A, Graner, arived from the Seminary in Rochester, and <"

began his work ‘on Juné 1,1900 " THs ‘ehurch first began to receive missgon o

aid about this time. > Also ‘Around 1900, the Stafford Chirch began'a mis-
sion for German speaking people in Oregon Citj with meetings once or twice a-
2 although'Rev. Krattéf“the First

g 113

month in the First Baptist Church t.here,ll
Church of Portland had already preached in Oregon City in 1897 or 189

However, the work in Oregon City was soon given up, but a station was begun :

in the vicinity of Canby.11h Rev., Graner left in 1902, for Seattle, and -was
followed by Rev. C. Waehlte, who had formerly served in Turner and Albany.
115

The mission support which had been given for about two years now stopped.

At Rev. C., Waehlte's coming, the church had only thirty-one members.116

One might note that Rev. Waehlte began the first preaching in English
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First Baptist Church of Portland which was then located at S} W. hth‘Avenue_v
and Alder Street, Rev, H, L. Dietz, the minister of the German‘Baptist_Ohur;h

of San Francisco, led the meeting and also preached on I Poter 2:9. The mem~

bers present decided that the church covenant, the confession of faith, and

church goverhment were to be based upon the Bible and on Pendleton's Guide.

Seventeen peéple constituted the charter membership.82 On January 18, 1891,

the Bethany‘Church officially released a number of its members living in Port-
land who now'éonstituted the newly formed Portland.chur"ch.e3 However, to theJ
ZYrcher and Boehi families, the Bethany Church made the.éffer for -them to refi
main as members of the mother church since they stlll had land in Bethany, |
and they did not have to contribute to the Bethany Church as long as they llved
in Portland and supported. the work there.8h |
Rev. F. Reichle, one of the charter members, was chosen as the first mlﬂ-
ister. He was born in Baden, Germany, and was a mlnlster in Switzerland for
. ten years. Later, he came to America and homesteaded in South Dakopa,'whgre
.. he was also a circuit rider for the German Baptlsts. fn 1890, he ' came to ,
Portland with his family.85 However, he was. pastor for only a short tlme un-
til October, 1891, and re51gned because he felt that the minister in Portland
should be able to speak both Engllsh and German.86 ' |
The second pastor of the church was called from the East. upon-the recom-
mendation of Rev. H. L.Dietz.e7 He was Rev. W. C. Rabe of the Second German
Baptist Church of Rochester: New York, who had also served as pastor iﬁ Buf-

falo, New York.88

As pastor in Portland, he received $500.00 yearly. support
from the General Mission Society toward his salary.89 He tried to expand tﬁe
work by establishing several branches in the area.9o Not only this, but he

was able to collect almost §$3,000.00 for a church building for the congrega-

tion; the money came especially from churches in the East. In these early
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX 4
-Q,_Minister&épfAtheaGgrman Baptist Churches
Ministers of the Bethany baptist Ghurch

: Rev., ‘Vincent Farnkoﬁf

1. e eee s e L July 1880 - May. 188l
2. Rev, John Croeni ., , ., . . e e v SV W ) Jan, 1885 ~ apr. 189y -
3. Rev, William Schunke . . ., . « + ¢+ o« o Oct. 189 - Oct,. 1898
b Rev. E. R, Suevern e e e e o w4 .. Nov, 1898 - Mar. 1900
5. Rev. J. A, H; Wottke- . . e e e . July 1900 - Sep, - 1906
Rev. William Graf (Interim) , , . . ¢ + « « Nov, 1906 ~ Mar.- 19074
6. Rev. .. ecker , , ., ., . st ke o e e e Mar. 1907 - July 1908
7. Rev, G, Peitsch . , ., ., , ., ... . . + » July 1908 - Sep, . 1910
8. Hev, E. Huber . | Ttreeeie e o e o July 1911 - June 1913
9. Rev. William Graf . ., ., , ... .. . « « Sep. 1913 - .ug.s 193]
© Rev. T. A, Leger (Interim) . . ., .. .. Sep. 1934 - 4pr. 71937
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10, Rev. John C. Schweitzer , . e v« o Apr. 1937 - Apry 1903
1l. Rev. Frank sriesen . , . © v e ee o o . Oct. 1913 - Degq: 1951
12. ReV. j\rthur SChU.lZ ¢ o @ c * e . LI 3 . L Y Jlme 1952 - ‘:u--‘jw" o

Ministers of the Stafford Paptist Church -

Rev. W. Faschung . . .*." S « e . . 1893 - 1893

1, . .
2. Rev. C. E. Kliewer . , ., . . . . s+ e e o e . 1894 - 189
3. Rev. Joseph Gronde . . S fieie e e e e u w4 . . 1895 - 1896
4. Rev. F. Reichle . ., . . T7io. 17 e h e e . 1896 - 1900
5. Rev, A, Graner .., .. .. S e e e v e e e .. 1900 - 1902
. 6.> RéV.Carl-Waehlte .« e 0'_,;" . 3‘0. ® o o '9 & e o o 1902 B 1909
* 7. Rev. John J, Lucas . . ., , 5 . . © e e e 0 4 1510 - 1919 ...
8. Rev. J.'Voget . . ,.,..... . " e i e . 1919 - 1922
S 9. ey, H, Gi- Sehmid . . STeTe elene e s 4 e 4. 1923 .- 1925
10. Rev. F. Lueermann . . ., . .01l 1925 ~'1929 . .
11. Rev. fred M. Waehlte . . , . . . . . ¢ e e e e . 192921935
12, Rev, Carsten H. Seecamp . . ... .. « e+« . 1935 - 1939
13." Rev. L. J. friesen ., ,,,, . . 100" 1939 - 1943
4. Rev. Leland friesen . S e e s e e e o o e w4, 1943 - 1952
15. Rev. Ervin Gerlitz . . ot s e et s e e 4 .. . 1952 .
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1. Rev. Johp Fechter .:u .u:s.s.o.0.0.0.0.. ¢ » June 1890 -~ May 1894
2, RevV. C.Ei, KLIGWEr “vte-eve-ore.s.s.0s . o ¢ July 1894 - May 1898
3. iev, GustaV SChunke . e-e-e-e-e.e.s.e.+ ¢ o June 1898 - June 1900
L. Revi F. Herfmann . « « o « o o o o « + s o June 1901 - Sep, 1906
(3) Rev. Gustav Schunke . . .+ « « « « o + & o Dec. 1906 - June 1916
5, Rev. Friedrich Petereit .« « 4% « « » » » July 1916 = Oct. 1919
6. Rev. John J, Lucas .+ « = » « « » « s « « o Nov, 1919 - June 1927
7. Rev. Gustav W. Rutsch « « o o & « s « s » » S€p. 1927 - June 1935
8. Rev. John F. OLthoff . « + « » » » » ~ » » Nov. 1935 - June 19L&
9, Rev. Gustav Rauser . . . . « » » » « » o » Sep. 19L6 - Aug. 1948
10. Rev. Rudolph WoykKe ‘s o v ‘s e -0 va o o o .o » Nov, 1948 - May 1955
Ministers of the Trinity Baptist Church
1. Revi F, Reithle "4 a'e's s oteva-n-s.s.s ore »-. 1891 = 1891
2. Revi W, C, Rabe . & » o 4 o o o o o o o o o » - 1891 2 1896
3. Dr. JacobKratt . . « 4 4 o s o s o o s o o o o 1896 - 1936
)-lo Rev. F. W, Mue'lier" . PO 'o‘!""'o':‘o wle et 8ite KAEL N 1936 - 1937
5, Dr, John Leypoldt v « v o o o s o o o o o s » o 1938 - 1945
6. Rev. John WObig + & & « o s o o » o o o + » o o LOL6 =
Associate Ministers: - i
1, Rev, H. G.Dymmel v v v v v o » o « o o eie-eos « 19267271928
2. R;ev; GoNemann P T Y "n_ . -01932 ' 193)4
"3, Rév, F, W, Muekler: « + « v » « a o o o seie oo 19347°- 19367
b, Rev. Robert Pemner- & « + o o « o « wowrsie s oo ROUT 2 19520
‘Ministers-of the Immanuel:Baptist Church °
1. Rev, Gustay £ichler & « w w w w & o o s o0 .. 1902° 71903,
' Rev. ¥, Reichle {Interim) . . . . . .« « - o » ». 1003 = 2904
2. Rev. F, Bueermann . « « « « w o e ene ae 190 <1915
3. ReV, Paul MEiel « v v v « v v o o o + o o » o« + » 1915 -71915
k. Rev. F. Hoffmann . « . « v « v v v s + o « o . 1916 = 192}
€.  Rev. GuStaV RUESCH + & s 5 v i v wcu e o oe e 1925 - 1927
6. Rev, Rev, Jo A 1o TuEdKS v v vl e v . . . o 1927 - 1931
7. Rev, W, H. Duenning . . . . . . . .. . . 1931 - 1932
8. Rev. E. PuWahl o v v & v v v v v v v v v o v . . 1933 - 1937
9,  Rev, Obto ROth vty e uverere wrsve s o, oin o oo» 1937 - 1951
10.  Rev, Heary Darnet . . .- . .- ..., e ..o 1951 -
* Ministers of- the- Central.Baptist Church
1. Rev. F, W, 1uellers « o o « o o o o o o o o o o « + 1937 - 1951
2. Rev. Lewis Terndt « + + o . . . . 1951 - 1955

‘MiniSters of the Salem Church (Bethel

Baptist)




1.

3.

16.

Ministers of The Twrner—church

Rev. C. E, Kliewer . « « «
Rev, F, Reichle « « o s + o ¢ ¢
Rev, Carl Waehlte .« « o » o » ¢

-

Minister of the Albany Church
Rev. Co Wachlte o« « o o o o o s o o o

Ministers of the Freewater Chureh

Rev. [, Petereit

Rev, G. Freigang

Rev. John J. Lucas
Rev., C. E, Sch8nleber
Rev. %. Freigang

APPENDIX 13

s e o o o 1895 -
] . ) 1896 -
. . » 1898 -

" Oregon Baptist-heagueJ?residents

Name

H. G. Dymmel
Es¥l Marks
Harry Johnson
Donald Jackson
Stanley Cornils
Harold Petke
Edward May
Sam Rich

Roy Rocks
Edwin Rocks
James Dilleter
i1l Jenne
George bauder
Don Rich

Iiruce Rich
Robert Patton

Church

Trinity
Immanuel
Trinity
Dethany
Bethany
Immanuel
Trinity
Dethany
Salem
Trinity
Trinity
Bethany
Trinity
Lethany
pethany
Trinity

1896
1898
1500

1898 - 1900
1921 - 1922
1922 - 1923
1927 ~ 1928
1929 - 1930
1931 - 1933
Dates
1927 - 1928
1928 -~ 1930
1930 - 1932
1932 - 1933
1934 - 1936
1936 - 1938
1938 - 1940
1940 - 19L2
1948 - 9Lk
194k - 19Lb6
19%6 - LU
1pL8 - 1950
%g?b - 1952
1952 - 1955
1955 - 1955
1955 -
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